COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Course unit title Research field, Faculty Department, Institute
branch, code
Politics and Theology in Ancient Philology, Philology Classical Philology
Literature Linguistics, HO04
Study cycle [ 3 (doctoral)
Mode of delivery ECTS credits Type of the Language of
course unit instruction
Contact (lectures, workshops, 8
tutorials)
Individual or in a group

Annotation of the course content

The aim of this course is to introduce politics and theology in ancient literature and writings, their
intersections, problems, and influence on the emergence and development of political theology as an
independent discourse. The course introduces the ancient concept of politics as a practice (the dialectic
of ruling and participation) and its development in the Archaic, Classical and Hellenistic periods; it
identifies the core concepts of the political field (polis, citizen, polity, justice, law) and discusses the
differences between the fundamental modes of political reflection (political thought, political theory,
and political philosophy). It explores the role of the gods in the realm of the polis (the functions of
founding myths, patron-gods, religious reverence and festivals), problematises the distinction between
the public and the private in religious life (the question of faith, the performativity of piety), and
examines the reasons for the commonalities of political and religious practice. It discusses the
formation of theology as a distinctive discourse and its challenges: the beginnings of theorising about
the divine (archaic poets and early philosophers) and the relation between theology and other
discourses of philosophical thought (epistemology, metaphysics, ethics). It analyses the problematic
cases of intersections between political and theological thought: the application of political models to
theology (Homeric hymns, Hesiod, Anaximander) and the application of theological models to politics
(Plato, St Augustine). Finally, it overviews the influence of the ancient approach to politics and
theology on the formation of an independent discourse of political theology (C. Schmitt, E.
Kantorowicz, G. Agamben).
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