DOCTORAL STUDIES COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Name of subject Field of science, Faculty / Center Institute /
code Department
S 005 Faculty of Institute of
Sociology of family life Philosophy Sociology and
Social Work
Student’s workload Credits Student’s workload | Credits
Lectures Consultations 1
Independent study 6 Seminars

Course annotation

Family and society:
Family ideology, family politics, family demography, family in a global world, family life in
Lithuania.

The variety of family life:
Marriage, cohabitation, LAT relationships, transnational families, living alone, social families, etc.

The ideas of modernization and postmodernization: from nuclear family towards democratization of
intimate lives:

G.P. Murdock’s nuclear family, T.Parson‘s functional family, family “crisis* family diversification,
family destandartization, postmodern families.

The theories of families and intimate lives:

U.Beck‘s and E.Beck-Gernsheim*s ideas of individualization, risks, and their influence on family
lives. A.Giddens's perspective of the democratization of intimacy. Theories of family practices:
D.Morgan‘s concept of doing family, J. Finch‘s concept of displaying family. C. Smart‘s sociology of
personal life. Personal communities, friendships (R. Pahl and L. Spencer). J. Trost’s diadic
perspective. E. Widmer’s family configurations. V.L.Bengtson’s perspective of intergenerational
solidarity.

Families in a global world: transnational families:
D. Bryceson and U. Vuorela, R. Parrenas, L. Baldassar and L. Merla, 1. Juozelitiniené, A.
Maslauskaité and V. Stankiiniené, etc.

Contemporary problems of family and intimate lives:
Voluntary childlesness

Digital technologies and dating

Sex, love and erotism

Media and the frames of intimate lives

Same sex families and their children

Innovative family research methods:
Participatory methods; researching “about” and “with” participants; visual family research methods
photo-elicitation, mapping, drawings, etc.).

During consultation the additional and relevant to the PhD theses of the student literature can be
suggested.

The assessment during the exam:

1. Written answers to two questions from the course unit description are evaluated (each
constitutes 1/3 of the total evaluation).

2. A short essay written in free form during the exam about the identity problems raised in the




student’s doctoral theses (1/3 of the total evaluation) is evaluated.
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