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Syllabus of the course

The aim of this course is to discuss political, economic and social processes in the Nordic
(Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden) and the Baltic states (Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania). All these countries belong to the same geographic region (Northern Europe), as
designed by the United Nations, and have extensively interacted with each other throughout
history. During the Cold War, however, the Iron Curtain divided this region and crucially
induced differentiation between these two groups of countries, which has still been widely
felt nowadays. Yet, on the same time, both the Nordic and the Baltic states have been
distinguished for their success vis-a-vis other countries of similar background. The Nordic
countries are reckoned to be examples of the most successful development of Western
capitalism, where economic competitiveness and technological innovativeness is combined
with social solidarity and extensive welfare state. Meanwhile, the Baltic states have come a
long way during the last quarter of century — from being occupied territories of largely
dysfunctional Soviet Union to full-fledged democracies integrated into the transatlantic
community of advanced market economies. To surprise of many early transition theorists,
they have managed to carry out radical political and economic reforms in short period of time
enabling robust economic growth and democratic consolidation in the long-term. Arguably,
they represent ones of the most successful cases of transformation in the post-communist
space and beyond it.

The core premise of this course is emphasis on state-building as a fundamental process
conducive to overall achievement of main developmental goals. Against this background, one
will in turn analyse certain traits of governance, economy and welfare as key aspects informing
both current politics and historical trends of these countries. It should be noted, however, that
the Nordic and Baltic countries will be separately analysed in in discussion of most topics of
this course. This will help better perception of important variation among countries of each of
these two groups, which is essential for understanding of complexity of development of all
analysed states. Nevertheless, certain historic parallels between both groups will be drawn.
One will also pay considerable attention for relationships between these groups of countries.
Ultimately, one will look how such supranational and exterritorial processes as European
integration and movement of people affect political and societal development in the overall
region.

Requirements of the course and structure of final evaluation: perusal of assigned literature

and participation in seminars (50%) and final exam (50%).

Course is taught in English. Students may consult with lecturer before/after seminars or via e-
mail (liutauras.gudzinskas@tspmi.vu.lt; liutaurasg@gmail.com).




Content of seminars

1. Introductory seminar

2. Nordic and Baltic political systems: what similarities, what differences? (Hilson 2008, 25-
56; Aylott 2014, 219-240)

3. Evolution of the Nordic party systems (Arter 2016, 41-63; 85-112)

4. Post-independence evolution of democracy and party politics in the Baltics (Duvold 2014,
39-76; Auers 2015, 78-119)

5. Nordic welfare: institutional approach (Andersen et al. 2007, 31-61; Rothstein & Steinmo
2013, 87-105)

6. Nordic welfare: evolutionary approach (Witoszek & Sgrensen 2018, 36-58)

7. Economic development in the Baltics (Bohle & Greskovits 2012, 96-137; Avlijas 2020)

8. Lessons of Great Recession for small states (Thorhallsson & Kattel 2013; Kuokstis 2015)

9. Civil society and ethnic relations in the Baltic countries (Auers 2015, 120-153; Cianetti
2018)

10. Ethnicity and multiculturalism in the Nordic societies (Hilson 2008, 148-176; Meret & Siim
2013, 125-139)

11. Regional cooperation of the Nordic countries (Borring Olesen & Strang 2016, pp. 27-48;
Gotz, Haggrén & Hilson 2016, pp. 49-68)

12. Security politics of the Baltic states (Mole 2012, 143-164; Auers 2015, 195-228)

13. The Nordic attitude towards Europe: past and present (Arter 2016, 397-431)

14. The Nordic-Baltic cooperation (Bergman 2006; Jaknilinaité & Vaicekauskaité 2017, 103-
124)

15. Future challenges for the region and beyond (Midttun 2018, 139-159).
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