DOCTORAL STUDIES COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Name of subject Field of science, Faculty / Center Institute /
code Department

Topics in Comparative Historical | S 005 Faculty of Institute of

Sociology Philosophy Sociology and

Social Work

Student’s workload Credits Student’s workload | Credits

Lectures Consultations 1

Independent study 6 Seminars

Course annotation

The categories (core concepts) in the comparative social science and history studies and their
development in the outline. Logical foundations of comparative historical sociology and its
methodological problems: comparison, comparative perspective, and comparative method, extensive
and intensive strategies within comparative perspective, case study. The concepts of conjunctural and
plural causation. Statistic and deterministic ideas of social causality. The logic of quantitative
macrocomparative study and its data sources. The methodological problems in the measurement and
comparison of welfare, wellbeing, and social welfare. The outline of the history and comparison of
wealth. Contemporary internationally standardised tools of the wealth measurement and their
alternatives. The factors of the uneven economic development and concepts in its analysis. Ancient
Rome as classical imperial political economy. The rise of the West as the problem in the comparative
historical sociology. Political and economical development of China in the comparative long run
perspective. The economic development of Lithuania in the 20-21st century international comparative
context. The prospects of world political-economic development during coming decades.

Assessment requirements are determined individually depending on the topic of the dissertation and
academic background (courses taken during the master's and doctoral studies).
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