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Course annotation 

The nature of criminological knowledge, its theoretical, historical and political aspects. Criminological 

expertise in the context of other disciplines – biology, psychology, sociology and law. The criterion of 

verifiability in criminology, paradigms of criminology and criminology theory. The thematic 

criminological “triangle”: the perpetrator, the victim, and controlling authorities. The classical school 

of criminology, its metaphysical and political origins. Positivist tendencies in criminology, its 

biological, psychological and social aspects. The critical (hermeneutic) tradition of criminology: its 

emergence and modern transformation. Contemporary trends in criminology: cultural criminology, 

biosocial criminology, gender criminology, criminology of rational choice, "green" criminology, 

criminology of life development, global and institutional criminology, media and cybercrime, 

theoretical aspects of penology and victimology. 
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