DOCTORAL STUDIES COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Name of subject Field of science, Faculty / Center Institute /
code Department

Classical and contemporary S 005 Faculty of Institute of

sociological theories Philosophy Sociology and

Social Work

Student’s workload Credits Student’s workload | Credits

Lectures Consultations 2

Independent study 6 Seminars

Course annotation

The concepts of sociological theory and paradigm. Th. Hobbes ir Ch. Montesquieu as pioneers in
modern social theory and sociology. The sociological ideas of A. de Tocqueville. Historical materialism
and economic sociological analysis of capitalism by K. Marx. The sociology of A. Comte. The
evolutionist sociology of H. Spencer. The sociology of E. Durkheim: the rules of sociological method
and their application in the explanation of suicides; sociological analysis of division of labour, law and
religion. The interpretive sociology of M.Weber: ideas of social science methodology, social action
theory, sociology of domination and religion. The sociology of G. Simmel. The system of sociology of
V.Pareto. K.Mannheim‘s sociology of knowledge. The Chicago school: R. E. Park, W. |. Thomas ir F.
Znaniecki. Classics in symbolic interactionism: Ch. C. Cooley ir G. H. Mead. The principles of
functionalist theory of social action by T.Parsons, his analysis of social systems and social evolution.
Empirical functionalism of R. Merton. The development of conflict sociology (L.Coser, R. Dahrendorf,
R.Collins) and symbolic interactionism (H. Blumer, A. Strauss). The dramaturgical sociology of
E.Goffman. Phenomenological sociology: A. Schutz, P. Berger, Th. Luckmann. H. Garfinkel‘s
etnomethodology. Neofreudism and the Neomarxism of Frankfurt school. The theory of communicative
action of J. Habermas. Structuralist and analytical neomarxisms and Neomarxist sociologies of economy
and culture. I. Wallerstein‘s World System (WS) analysis. The rise and development of sociological
exchange theory. Core ideas of the rational choice theory (RCT) and methodological problems of
rational choice approach (RCA). Social theories of J. S. Coleman and ir F.A. Hayek. Structuralist vision
of cultural and social world (C. Levi-Strauss, R. Barthes, J. Lacan). Sociological theories of P. Bourdieu
and N. Elias. A. Giddens* synthesis of sociological theory. Neofunctionalist sociology of N. Luhmann.
U. Beck‘s sociology of risk society. Z. Bauman‘s postmodernist sociology. Post-structuralist social
theory of M. Foucault. J. Baudrillard‘s social theory of postmdernity. M. Castell‘s theory of information
society. Public sociology of M. Burawoy. J. Alexander‘s sociology of culture. Contemporary post-
marxist critical theory (D.Harvey, S. Zizek, G.Agamben). Feminism and contemporary social theory.
Postcolonial theory. The sociology of culture of. Vytautas Kavolis.
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The names of consulting
teachers

Science degree

Main scientific works published in a scientific
field in last 5 year period
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