DOCTORAL STUDIES COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Name of subject Field of science, Faculty / Center Institute /
code Department
S 005 Faculty of Institute of
Social Problems and Welfare Philosophy Sociology and
Social Work
Student’s workload Credits Student’s workload | Credits
Lectures Consultations 1
Independent study 6 Seminars

Course annotation

Social problems in modern society. Theory of social problems. The concept of social problems,
classification, causes in social policy and social work. Objective and subjective factors of social
problems. Abstract systems, risk management, uncertainty management, and the relationship of these
postmodern phenomena to social problems. A project of “self”, lifestyle and the problem of modern
person’s identity. The concept of social justice in education. Culture of poverty and empowerment
strategies. Diversity of discrimination, its causes and anti-discriminatory policies. Conceptualization of
well-being; subjective well-being, factors, indicators. Socio-ecological approach to social problems.
The paradigm of sustainable development and the problem of community resilience. Interaction
between migration and social problems. Globality of social problems and the universalization of social
work. Monetary and non-monetary social support as instruments for reducing social exclusion.
Problems of an aging society in the context of the development of the social services system.
Development cooperation and solution of social problems in developing countries. Research of social
problems in Lithuania in perspective of social work and social policy.

Method of assessment: written work (8-10 pages report on a social problem and its solution- 3 credits)
and a written exam.
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