DOCTORAL STUDIES COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Name of subject Field of science, Faculty / Center Institute /
code Department

Qualitative comparative analysis S 005 Faculty of Institute of

Philosophy Sociology and
Social Work

Student’s workload Credits Student’s workload | Credits

Lectures Consultations 1

Independent study 6 Seminars

Course annotation

Qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) in the context of the comparative methodology of social
sciences: comparison, comparative perspective and comparative method, the extensive and the intensive
strategies in the comparative perspective. The concepts of the conjunctural and plural causation. The
conditions of application of QCA. Logical foundations of the crisp sets qualitative comparative analysis.
Boolean minimisation. The problems of the inconsistent and unobserved configurations of antecedent
conditions and the ways of their solution. The concept of fuzzy set. Transformation of the quantitative
variables into membership degrees in the continous fuzzy sets. Logical operations with fuzzy sets. The
concepts of necessary and sufficient conditions in the crisp sets and fuzzy sets QCA. The concepts of
consistency and coverage of necessary and sufficient conditions. Logical foundations of the multi-value
QCA. The software for running QCA. The ,,algorithms* of the three QCA types.

Assessment requirements are determined individually depending on the topic of the dissertation and
academic background (courses taken during the master's and doctoral studies).
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