DOCTORAL STUDIES COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Name of subject Field of science, Faculty / Center Institute /
code Department

Psychology of Asocial Behaviour: | S 006 Faculty of Institute of

Achievements, Problems and Philosophy Psychology

Prospects

Student’s workload Credits Student’s workload | Credits

Lectures Consultations

Independent study 7 Seminars

Course annotation

The definition, characteristics, criteria for differentiation and relativeness of asocial behaviour.
Psychological theories of asocial behaviour (psychodynamic, social learning, social cognitive, rational
choice, etc.). Problems of conceptualization of asocial behaviour.

The definition, main forms and theories of aggression (instincts, frustration-aggression, social
learning, social cognitive, the general aggression model). Sexual aggression and theories of sexual
offending (social learning, evolutionary and integrative). Problems of conceptualization of aggressive
behaviour.

Psychological characteristics of addictions: alcohol and drug dependence, pathological gambling.
Development of physiological and psychological addiction and its results. Psychological features of
“dependent personality”. Strategies of coping with different addictions and its problems.

Suicidality and suicidal ideation. Main forms and psychosocial sources of suicide. Peculiarities of
juvenile suicide. Problems of prevention of suicide behaviour.

Main forms of criminal conduct and their psychological characteristics (theft, vandalism, murder,
terrorism, etc.). Peculiarities of criminal conduct’s motivation. Strategies of criminal conduct’s
prevention and its problems.

Risk and protective factors for asocial behaviour: individual, family, peer, school, community and
media. Problems of determinism of asocial behaviour.

The mechanisms underlying the development of asocial personality (classical and operant
conditioning, identification, modelling, social information processing, neutralization of internal and
external controls, etc.). Interaction of internal and external factors underlying the development of
asocial personality. Problems of control of asocial personality’s developmental mechanisms.
Psychological aspects of the prevention of asocial behaviour (stages, strategies and principles of the
prevention, common factors in effective prevention programs, etc.). Approaches to treatment of
offenders. Issues and prospects of psychosocial support to offenders.

Prerequisites: The Master’s degree in psychology.
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