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Social Information Processing: S 006 Faculty of Institute of

Achievements, Problems and Philosophy Psychology

Prospects

Student’s workload Credits Student’s workload | Credits

Lectures 7 Consultations

Independent study Seminars

Course annotation

Concepts of social cognition and social information processing. Cognitive, affective and social
dimensions of cognition. Cognitive adaptation to social environment. Social cognition, information
processing and development of personality.

Mental representations of social information: cognitive schemas, “working models”, prototypes,
behavioural scripts. Types of cognitive schemas (persons, roles, events, etc.) and their functions in
social information processing. Social schemas, stereotypical evaluations and prejudice. Features of
cognitive schemas activation, state of schema potential activation. Factors of social schemas stability.
Stages of social information processing: encoding, interpretation, selection of a goal, response access
or construction, response decision. Multiple social information processing activities, feedback loops
and cyclical structure of information processing. Interaction of feelings and cognitions in social
information processing. Influence of social environment on social information processing.
Dual-process theories of reasoning: system 1 and system 2 (its description, functions, interaction and
dominance). Heuristics and biases in human reasoning: description, manifestation and different types
(availability, affect, representativeness heuristics, anchoring effect, confirmation bias, etc.).

Possible sources of social cognition and social information processing errors’. Processing of social
information which is incongruous with cognitive schemas. Biases in social information processing
and defensive and inefficient behaviour. Creative social information processing.

Social information processing: the main research achievements, problems and its possible solutions.
Prerequisites: The Master’s degree in psychology.
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