DOCTORAL STUDIES COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Name of subject Field of science, Faculty / Center Institute /
code Department

Main Problems in the H 001 Faculty of Institute of

Contemporary Philosophy of Philosophy Philosophy

Social Science and History

Student’s workload Credits Student’s workload | Credits
Lectures Consultations 1
Independent study 4 Seminars

Course annotation

Conceptions and programmes of social scientific explanation. Positivism and antipositvism, analytics
and narratvism, behaviorism and culturalism, individualism and holism, realism and constructivism,
contextualism and unversalism, actionism and structuralism, consensualim and conflictology,
reliativism and anti-reliativism as methodological dilemmas in social science. Maximalist and
minimalist strategies in conceptualisation. Typologies and taxonomies. The concept of ideal type.
Description in social science. The idea of measurement, concepts of its validity and reliability. The
criteria of quality of descriptions and causal hypotheses.. Statistical and deterministic ideas of
causation. The experimental, statsitical, comparative and case study methods in control of causal
hypotheses, their comparative advantages and weaknesses. Qualitative and quantitative strategies of
social research. Rational choice approach as methodology of social explanation, its difficulties and
varieties. The issue of the methodological autonomy of historical studies.

The requirements and tasks for doctoral students are set on individual basis, taking into account the
subject matter of dissertation and courses taken during master studies.
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