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Course annotation 

 

Contemporary ethics: A metaethical perspective. The distinction between fact and value. Moore's 

critique of the ethical tradition: a "naturalistic fallacy" and an open question argument. Moore’s 

realistic and Rosso’s deontological intuitionism. Cognitivism versus noncognitivism. The emotivism of 

Alfred Ayer and C. Stevenson, the prescriptivism of R. Hare. 

Critique of analytic and synthetic distinction and its consequences for the metaethics (questioning of 

the descriptive/prescriptive and metaethical/normative distinctions). 

The challenge of the relativists (Mackie's theory of error, Harman's ethical relativism). 

The revival of metaethics: The status of ethics. The problem of the objectivity of moral evaluation 

(back to the question of the distinction between fact and value); two positions: ethics is objective as 

science versus objectivity in ethics is not achievable. 

Responses to relativism: moral realism (Peter Railton and Richard Boyd) versus anti-realism (Simon 

Blackburn and Allan Gibbard) in contemporary ethics. What does it mean to be a realist in modern 

ethics? 

The practical dimension of morality. The distinction between internalism and externalism. What is the 

connection between moral demands and the reason to act in one way or another? What is the 

relationship between moral requirements and motivation? (T. Nagel, Ch. Korsgaard, B. Williams, S. 

Darwall) 

Three trends in contemporary ethics. Aristotelian; the revival of virtue ethics (Foot, McIntyre), and 

ethics as a practical consideration (Nagel, Williams). Kantian constructivism (J. Rawls, T. M. Scanlon, 

J. Habermas). Nietzschean; postmodern relativization of ethics (Rorty, Bauman), and critique of 

metaethics (R. Dworkin). 
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  Bartkienė, A., Bikauskaitė, R., Šaulauskas, M. P., 

(2018) Ecological Citizenship: Care Habitus in the 

Public Sphere, Problemos 93: 129-141. 

 

Renata Bikauskaitė  

 

Ph.D Bartkienė, A., Bikauskaitė, R., Mincytė, D., and 

Šaulauskas, M.P. (2019) „Rethinking Ecological 

Citizenship: The Politics and Practice of Care for the 

Environment“. Lithuania: Vilnius University Press. 

 

  Mincytė, D., Bartkienė, A., Bikauskaitė. 2020. 

Diverging temporalities of care work on urban farms: 

Negotiating history, responsibility, and productivity in 

Lithuania. Geoforum Vol. 115: 45-53 
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Toleikienė, R., Zeliankienė, V. (2020) Antikorupcinis 

ugdymas bendrojo ugdymo 

mokykloje. Vilnius, Lietuvos Respublikos švietimo, 

mokslo ir sporto ministerija, Nacionalinė švietimo 

agentūra, ISBN 978-609-95724-9-9 
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