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Course annotation

The course is dedicated to the analysis of the philosophical problem of nihilism. The basics theoretical
configurations of the problem of nihilism in Western philosophy are discussed and the theoretical
models of nihilism are highlighted. The relationship between logical and ontological aspects of
nihilism in the tradition of Western thought is analyzed. The question of the "essence" (meaning) of
nihilism is raised when diagnosing nihilism as an event of the "spirit" and an attempt is made to
highlight the structure of nihilism as a certain phenomenon. The question of historicity of the nihilism
(phenomenon) is raised. The structure of the nihilistic description of certain epochs is reconstructed,
highlighting essential characteristics of nihilistic consciousness. Reconstruction of the problems of
nihilism as theoretical emergence of the problem in philosophy is made, analyzing the works of Jacobi,
Nietzsche, Heidegger. The relationship of nihilism with history, politics, morality, religion, etc. is
discussed. The so-called speculative realism as one of the models of nihilism is discussed, analyzing its
genesis, connections with nihilism as a "spiritual” (historical) event. The most important structural
features of speculative nihilism, its most important stages are discussed. The question of including the
thinking of individual authors in the context of nihilism (S. Kierkegaard, M. Heidegger, Levinas, etc.)
is raised. The most important perspective of nihilism as a speculative "event" is highlighted and
discussed, i.e. a perspective on the Grundfrage as a nihilistic question is raysed. The relationship
between nihilism and negative theology, nihilism and tragic thinking is considered. The provisions of
Heidegger's philosophy are analyzed, which enable to connect nihilism as an event of the spirit with
nihilism as a speculative "event" (E. Jiinger's polemic with M. Heidegger). G. Vattimo's concept of
hermeneutic nihilism is analyzed. Nihilism as a theory of Uberwindung (overcoming) is highlighted
and its theoretical configurations are discussed. The "genealogical” connection of nihilism with the
problem of reality is considered. Not only the analysis of nihilism as a "spiritual” event (historical
nihilism, nihilism in the "true sense of the word"), but also the analysis of speculative nihilism (history
of Nothingness) revealed that nihilism in one way or another is a "lost" reality. All diagnoses of
derealization of nihilism (especially literary), as well as various theories of nihilism, speak for
themselves. Reality is lost when immediate belief becomes "faith" in reflection (Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Stavrogin, Jean-Paul Sartre, Gianni Vattimo), when thinking competes with being (Seren Kierkegaard,
Martin Heidegger) or in general the line between what is real and what is fake (Jean Baudrillard)
disappears. And that is nihilism.

During the seminars, the works of R. Brassier, G. Agamben are analyzed, the perspective of negativity
and nihilism in their thinking is revealed.

Auditory sessions are held according to current demand.

Settlement requirements are related to the topic of the dissertation and are determined individually.
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