COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Course unit title Research field, Faculty Department, Institute
branch, code
Theory of the text and scholarly Philology, Philology A.J. Greimas
editing Linguistics, H004 centre of semiotics
and literary theory

Study cycle | 3 (doctoral)

Mode of delivery ECTS credits Type of the Language of
course unit instruction

Contact (lectures, workshops, 8

tutorials)

Individual or in a group

Annotation of the course content

The course is intended for PhD students from literary studies, linguistics, folklore, history and
philosophy, whose research interests include the scholarly editing (critical and genetic) of the
written heritage, state and public documents, egodocuments, literary and philosophical works, and
folklore as well as the critique of such publications. The course aims to examine the approaches to
scholarly editing from the second half of the 20th century to the beginning of the 21st century and
to train in the recognition and application of different scholarly editing methods. Since the
diversity of contemporary approaches to academic editing is a result of the challenging concept of
the text, the theory of the text is discussed as the fundamental and methodological basis of the
subject. The topic is examined in the broad context of traditional philology, modern and
postmodern humanities undertakings and cultural studies. The diversity of conceptions of text,
work, document, source, inscription, reading, performance, and the conundrums of practical
solutions to textual criticism posed by the concepts of the relationship between the speech act and
the inscription, the conventional nature of signification, the thresholds and coherence of the text,
textual interference, and the instability of the text are discussed. Examples from historiography,
Lithuanian and general literature reveal how the definition of the text, approaches to the genesis,
structure and functioning of the text determine the interpretation of the historical document and the
literary phenomenon. The perspectives of ‘text-work’, ‘text-author’, ‘text-social’, ‘text-culture’, ‘text-
discourse’, 'text-the Text' are examined. Questions of uniqueness and repetitiveness of the text and
translation are addressed. The derivative concepts of 'intertext’, 'hypertext', ‘metatext’, ‘architext’,
‘polytext’, linguistic and non-linguistic textuality are considered from the point of view of different
concepts of the text and methods of scholarly editing. The possibilities of digital publishing and
the methodological debates they provoke are introduced. Knock around self-guided attempts to
apply different editing, annotating and apparatuses types to challenging texts prepared for
traditional and digital dissemination.
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