COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Course unit title Research field, Faculty Department, Institute
branch, code
The Nationalist Restructuring Philology, Philology A. J. Greimas centre of
in Lithuania and Europe: a Linguistics, H004 semiotics and literary
. . ) theory
literary perspective
Study cycle [ 3 (doctoral)
Mode of delivery ECTS credits Type of the Language of
course unit instruction
Contact (lectures, workshops, 8
tutorials)
Individual or in a group

Annotation of the course content

The course is intended for PhD students in philology, cultural history, social history and social
theory. Theoretical perspectives interpreting nationalism in different ways are reviewed. The
diachronic interaction of literature, social structure and mentality in the context of the emergence
and spread of national ideas and the formation of the modern nation-state is considered. The
relationship between symbolic forms and social action and the cultural and historical genesis of
collective identity are examined from the perspectives of ethnosymbolism, constructivism,
Marxism, the Geneva School, New Historicism, and post-colonial criticism. Lithuanian literature
from the late 18th century to the present day is analysed to uncover the hypothetical counter-
influences: how the changes in national self-understanding are reflected in literary texts, and how
these texts affect the transformation of identity. The types of identity reconstructed in Lithuanian
literature and their development are compared with the cultural forms of Latvian, Polish, Czech,
Hungarian and Irish nationalism. Based on literary material, comparative models of national
identity in Russia, the Austro-Hungarian and British empires, Western and Central Europe, and the
Soviet and post-Soviet periods are considered. The application of the most recent concepts within
the history of ideas and aesthetics (socialist romanticism, cultural palimpsest, mimicry, euronovel,
metamodernism) is demonstrated and applied to the analysis of Lithuanian literature and culture.
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