COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Course unit title Research field, Faculty Department,
branch, code Institute
Mythopoetics and theopoetics in | Philology, Kaunas Institute of
literature Literary Studies, | Faculty Languages,
04H Literature and
Translation Studies

Study cycle 3 (doctoral)

Mode of delivery ECTS credits Type of the Language of
course unit instruction

Contact (consultations) 8 Optional Lithuanian/English

Annotation of the course content

Objects of study:

1. The poetic potential of mythology and theology. Mythopoetic and theopoetic elements,
their interaction and role in world literature of various periods.

2. Mythopoetic and theopoetic functionality of parable, paradox, emblem and grotesque in
literary texts (on the basis of the examples from the 16-17th century and modern English and
American literature).

Aspects to be approached:

1. The concept of myth. Mythopoeia and mythopoetic interpretation of a literary text.
Mythopoetic in relation to rhetoric. Archetypal motifs in poetry, prose and drama. The
concept of kerygma. Theopoeia, the relation between mythology and theology. The Bible and
myth. Mythopoetic and theopoetic: “the dialogue of one*. Theopoetic in relation to rhetoric.
Exegesis and the theopoetic interpretation of a literary text. The vertical and horizontal
aspects of a theopoetic literary product. Modernist literature as a theopoetic “scandal®.

2. The specificity and popularity of the parable genre. Parable and allegory. The Oriental
parable and the Biblical parable and their transformations in literary works. Emblem as a
stylistic figure and an individual synthetic poetic genre. Emblem and symbol: the impact of
the Christian iconography. The modus operandi of paradox as a structural artistic device. The
role of paradox in a Biblical text. Mythopoetic and theopoetic functions of paradox in fiction:
the paradoxes of love, time, death and other cases. The concept of grotesque and its aesthetics:
the carnival, sublime and postmodern grotesque. The mythopoetic dimension of grotesque.
Grotesque and its theopoetic reflections.
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