COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Course unit title Research field, Faculty Department,
branch, code Institute
Lithuanian-Polish border culture | Philology, The Faculty of | The Institute for
Linguistics, H004 | Philology; the Languages and
The Institute of | Cultures of the
Lithuanian Baltic
Literature and
Folklore
Study cycle [ 3" (doctoral)
Mode of delivery ECTS credits Type of the Language of
course unit instruction
Contact (lectures, workshops, 8
tutorials)
Individual or in a group

Annotation of the course content

This subject aims to provide a more detailed insight into the field of comparative studies
related to the linguistic and cultural links between Lithuanians and Poles, the contribution of
renowned authors to the development of the traditions of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania
(GDL), as well as the emergence of scholarly theories in different historical periods.

The main chronological-problematic aspects are analysed:

1. The concept of the border in sociology and linguistics. Types of borders. The uniqueness of
the Lithuanian-Polish border, its dynamics and variability. The role of language in the
perception of the border and in the process of the emergence of national identity. National
consciousness and the peculiarities of its formation on the Lithuanian-Polish border. Types of
consciousness (unstable, ambivalent, fragmented, multicultural; E. Smulkova, A. Engelking).
Memory, its importance in the process of self-identification. Historical and mental maps (W.
Chlebda). Horizontal and vertical sections of mental maps.

2. Linguistic and cultural relations between Lithuanian and Poles, their origins and continuity.
The main periods of the formation of the GDL. National and religious diversity of the GDL.
Languages and cultures of the GDL. Functions of languages in the political life of the GDL,
their dynamics and variability. Polish cultural dialect, the issues of the formation of Polish
dialects in Lithuania, scientific hypotheses and discussions.

3. Multilingual Lithuanian literature of the 16th-17th centuries in the general European
background. The role of the Orthodox and the Catholics in the history of the GDL. Contacts
with Poland and their importance. The main language monuments of this period. The role of
the Polish language in the preparation of the first written monuments in Lithuanian (postils by
J. Wujek, M. Rej). Bilingual and translated religious writings (Gospels of Jaknavicius,
Sermons of Sirvydas).

4. The development of scientific theories in Lithuania at the end of the 19th century. Activities




of Jan Kartowicz, his contribution to the Lithuanian national revival. The first programmes for
the collection of Lithuanian language and folklore. The cooperation between Jan Kartowicz,
M. Davainis-Silvestravicius, J. Basanavi¢ius. The beginnings of ethnolinguistic theories in
Lithuania.

5. The first multilingual dictionaries in Lithuania, their analogues in other Slavic countries.
The popularity of S. B. Linde’s dictionary in Europe. The lexicographical and folklore works
of the Brothers Grimm and their links with the Polish and Lithuanian lexicographical works of
the 19th century. The micro and macro structure of the first Lithuanian-Polish dictionaries and
the methods of their preparation. The reasons for the emergence of cultural dictionaries.
Analysis and dissemination of Lithuanian mythological-cultural lexicon in Europe. The
influence of that time methodologies on the emergence of the idea of the Dictionary of the
Lithuanian Language.

6. Research of Lithuanian and Polish values in the 21st century. Language as a tool of
valuation and as a source of information about the values of a particular linguistic-cultural
community. Cognitive ethnolinguistic methods in their reconstruction. Key concepts:
stereotype, concept; cognitive definition; point of view and perspective; profile and profiling.
Typological studies of the Linguistic Worldview. “Axiological Lexicon of Slavs and Their
Neighbours” (ed. J. Bartminski). The sphere of the conceptual notions of the folk culture, its
hierarchical structure. Ethnic concepts, their peculiarity. Folk sources in the reconstruction of
the Linguistic Worldview. The concept of cultureme.
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