COURSE UNIT DESCRIPTION

Course unit title Research field, Faculty Department, Institute
branch, code
Historical development of the Philology, Philology Department of
German language Linguistics, H004 German Philology
Study cycle [ 3 (doctoral)
Mode of delivery ECTS credits Type of the Language of
course unit instruction
Contact (lectures, workshops, 8
tutorials)
Individual or in a group

Annotation of the course content

The course is offered for PhD students of humanities who did not have this course in first or
second-cycle studies. The course aims to develop students’ ability to analyse the system of the
German language in different stages of its development and to comprehend its dynamic changes.

The course consists of six thematic units:

= Periods in the development of the German language and the problem of their
identification.The earliest texts of Old German. High German and Low German: lexical,
morphological and phonetic features.

» Old High German: the first and second consonant shifts, harmony of vowels, umlaut,
principle of word-final position, morphological changes. Syntax and lexicon in Old High
German. Carolingian minuscule.

= Middle High German: vowel shift, reduction, spread of umlaut, formation of analytic
forms of the verb, article, word formation. The spread of the German language in the
Baltic region. Gothic minuscule.

= Early High German: monophthongization, diphthongization, changes in grammar and
lexis. The influence of the translation of Luther’s Bible on Standard German.

= Language and writings of the Baltic Germans and East Prussian Germans: lexical and
morphological features.

= Tendencies in Contemporary German. Varieties of German: language standards in
Germany, Austria and Switzerland. Relevant tendencies: phonetic, morphological,
semantic, syntactic and lexical changes.
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Verlag. 101-116. DOI:
10.13173/9783447118781

Burov, A. 2021. ,Das Jiingste Gericht* von Frau
Ava im Spannungsfeld zwischen Kreativitit und
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germanistischen Berufsprofile im Bereich
Tourismus. In: Germanistik fiir den Beruf:
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